
A Statement of Solidarity from the Scholars-in-Training 
Committee 

To our Scholars in Training community and the larger Radiation Research 
Society community: 

We condemn police brutality and racial violence against people of color. We 
believe that Black Lives Matter. We are grieving for the recent killings of 
Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, Tony McDade, David 
McAtee. Police brutality and racial violence are part of a long history of 
institutionalized racism across the world. Black people have long suffered 
from discriminatory policies that have deprived their communities of 
educational, financial and public health resources. 

As radiation researchers we must acknowledge our expertise gained at the 
expense of the Black community. Working with HeLa cells taken from 
Henrietta Lacks has enabled us to research the effects of radiation on cells in 
culture. Our knowledge of health physics and nuclear medicine traces back to 
large amounts of radioactive substances created during the Manhattan 
Project. Black scientists, technicians and laborers contributed to research at 
four of the five major project sites: Columbia University, the Metallurgical Lab 
in Chicago, Oak Ridge Reservation and Hanford Nuclear Reservation. 

We must also remember the immoral practices resulting in excess radiation 
exposure for Black Americans. There were many unethical experiments 
conducted by radiation researchers during the Cold War. Notably, during the 
Cincinnati Radiation Experiments terminal cancer patients were irradiated with 
high doses of radiation without consent. 62% of these patients were Black. 

Being early career researchers we are learning to advance understanding of 
radiation biology, ecology, chemistry, physics, medicine and epidemiology. 
However, we must learn not only the scientific and technological impacts of 
our research but the societal and cultural ones as well. 

As a committee and society we must support the Black members of our 
community with actions in addition to words. As leaders of the SIT committee 
we will work to address systemic racism and propose the following goals for 
our committee: 

•  Focus on issues related to racial and other discrimination within the 
radiation sciences, academia and the Radiation Research Society 



• Evaluate historical oppression of the Black community and other 
minority groups by radiation researchers and policy influenced by 
radiation research 

• Identify which communities are and are not benefiting from our current 
radiation research programs and initiatives 

• Uplift contributions made by the Black community to radiation research 
and the Radiation Research Society  

We welcome input from all members of our SIT community. We urge you all to 
hold us accountable as we work towards our goals. Please do not hesitate to 
contact our committee leadership. 

Be well and let’s look out for each other. We are here to support you. 
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